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TESTIMONY OF PHILIP GERACI III 

The testimony of Philip Cornel III, Accompanied by bla mother, was tnken on 
April 7-8. 1004, nt the Old Civil Courts Ilu tiding, Royal and Conti Streets, New 
Orleans, La., by Mr. Wesley J. Mebelcr, assistant counsel of the President's 
Commission. 

(Reporter’s Note: The witness, Thlllp Gerncl, was accompanied Into the hear- 
ing room by his mother.) 

Philip Geracl, having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as 
follows : 

Mr. Lieiiklkr. My name Is Wesley J. Uebeler. I am a member of the legal 
staff of the President's Commission Investigating the assassination of President 
Kennedy. Staff members have been authorised to take the testimony of wit- 
nesses by the Commission pursuant to authority granted to the Commission by 
Executive Order No. 111S0, dated November 20, 1003, and Joint resolution of 
Congress No. 137. . , 

I understand that Mr. Lee Rankin wrote you a letter Inst week In which he 
told you that I would contact you, did he not? 

Mr. Geraci. A letter? No. 

Mr. TjBfgjtt. You did not receive a letter from Mr. Rankin? 

Mrs. Geracl Would you pleaso give us one. We would like to have it to keep. 

Mr. Geraci. §jyncbgj^jyjhMhc^8Cu^n^ 

Mr. Liebkleu. YoudhUi^eceTveT?^" 1 ^™ 

Mr. Geraci. No. 

Mrs. Gebaci. We did not receive tt. 

Mr. Likbeler. Now I think In point of fact that la right. I think that the de- 
cision to take your testimony was made subsequent to the time thnt the letters 
were sent out to other witnesses. Now you nre 

Mrs. Geraci. May I make a statement before we go any further? 

Mr. Lieoelek. Let the record Indicntc that Mrs. Geracl is in the hearing room 
at her request to assist her sou and give moral support. 

Mrs. Geraci. And we want uo publicity at all, please. 

Mr. Liebelejl We hare already given to the reporters the names of some of 
the witnesses who came In, but we have already been advised that you did not 
want auy publicity at this point, and we did not give your name to the newspa- 
per reporter or mnke any statement about Philip's appearance here. 

Mr. Gouci. Does that mean I can’t tell anyone about It? 

Mr. Liebeleb. That Is soinethlug you can settle among yourselves. 

Mr. Geraci. I told everybody I went to a doctor’s appointment this eveulng. 

Mr. Lhuieleb. [Handing documents to wltuess] Now I wont to give you a copy 
of the Joint Resolution of Congress and of the Executive order that I have Just 
referred to. and also of the Rules of Practice adopted by the Commission con- 
cerning the taking of testimony of witnesses. Those rules provide that tech- 
nically j*ou are entitled to 3 days’ notice before you nppenr to have your testimony 
taken, hut you are eutltled to waive Hint notice, and I assume that, since you are 
here, you would bo willing to waive It with regard to the testimony. Is that 
right, Philip? 

Mr. Gehaci. I don't know. 

Mrs. Gkraci. Yes. Well, they did not notify us 3 dBja abend of time, but that . 
is all right We are here. They cnlled yesterday, 

Mr. Lira elko. You have Indicated that you are will lug to go ahead with the 
testimony instead of wnitlng for the 3 days’ notice? 

(Mrs. Geracl nodded assent.) 

Mr. Lieupxkr. Philip, would yon state your full nniue for the record, please? 

Mr. Gkuaci. Philip Geracl, the Third. 

Mr. Lieueleii. What Is your address? 

Mr. Qkracl 2201 Green Acres Rond. 

Mr. Lieiieler. New Orleans? 

Mr. Geracl Metairie. 

Mr. Likueler. When were you born? 

Mr. Gfjiaci. February 21, 10*18. 
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Mr. Lieiieler. So you arc now about 10 years old or 17 yearn old? 

Mr. Q exact. Yes. Wi ll i n„, to. 

Mr. Likbojo. Do you go to school ? 

Mr. Geraci. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ltkbklks. Whore? 

Mr. Geraci. East Jefferson High School. 

Mr. Likijeler. And you arc — what? — a Junior there now, or a senior? 

Mr. Geracj. No. sophomore, 101b grade. 

Mr. T.miKi.ER. 10th grade. Do you know a man by the name of Carlos 
Brlnguler? 

Mr. Geracl Yes, sir. 

Mr. Lierexer. When did you first meet him? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, tills was summer, lost summer, - 

ginning of it, and— you want me to tell you everything annul u •. 

Mr. AiIeoelf.r. Yea. 

Mr. Geract. Well, I was down there with a friend. [Addressing mother.] 
Do you think I should give bis name? 

(Mrs. Geraci nodded assent.) 

Mr. LttWMat Please do. You were down where? 

Mr. Geracl Down there In New Orleans, I meun on Canal Street We hnd to 
go to some radio shop. It was Rm^JJ^er. That is a friend. And we were 
down there and we wanted to go In radio shops and everything, so I saw— going 
down there I saw, looking to the side, that they bad a sign saying "Casa Rocu,” 
and I took Spanish In school, so I was interested, and I went In there nnd — well, 
be was a little reluctant but wc went anyway. 

Mr. Liebeler. Your friend wns a little reluctant? 

Mr. Geracl Yes, a little bit He didn’t get mixed up in this or anything. And 
then, well, when we were In there, we looked around a little at everything, then 
I asked the man there — I didn’t know it wns Carlos Brlnguler then — I asked him 
wns he a Cuban. He said yes, he was an exile, and everything, you know. I 
asked hlin a few things. I guess— I don’t know exnctly what— you know. Just a 
little conversation like. Then I ask him was there anything that I as an Ameri- 
can could do. He said, well, he didn’t know, to come back Inter. You know, he 
acted as though maybe— Uke— Just like he Just didn’t want mo to help or some- 
thing like that, I guess, so we left and went home, and that wns It. 

Mr. Liebeler. And when did you hoc him again, if you did? You did see him 
again, didn’t you? 

Mr. Gebaci. Yes. 

Mr. Liebeler. When? 

Mr. Gebaci. I don’t remember when. I remember I saw him a few times. I 
couldn't exactly say how many, but T went back nnother time when I was in 
town. I stopped off ami saw him, nnd I saw him another time. Then I think it 
ntmnf. II.., fourth tin..- ■!.:<! I wn» there liar L;-:iv. r -■ H:.rv,-v ‘ uZZT 

Mr. LtEnEU.it. Now before we {Jl’PTTrTmu, did you cv 
Carlos’ activities? 

Mr. Geraci. j| 
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Mr. Ltkrrter. Whnt happened? 

Mr. Geracl No ; wait. Come to think of it. I think it wns about the fifth lime 
that I saw Oswald : something like thnt. I remember I went hack— It was 
about the third lime — after nsklng Kim — I asked him, "Do you think It I* pos- 
sible to raise donation*?" And he said, "Well, yes; It l* possible.” And he 
showed uie these little yellow slips, sort of like yellow, and they were like 
receipt* If you paid, nnd he said T could get them — you know If I wanted to, 
I could, you know, go, nnd he could give them to me, nnd go nnd get donations 
and give the |»oople lid* receipt and bring the money back to him. 

Mr. LiKm.ixK. So did you take some of the receipts? 

Mr. Geraci. Yes. 

Mr. Lnaonxu. And did you get some money? 

Mr. Geracl Yes, 

Mr. Liebeler. And you gave It lo Carlos? 


Mr. Geracl Yes; It wns about $10. 

Mr. Likjielku. And you turned that money over to him? 
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Mr. Gwtvci. Yen. sir. , ^ 1V „ 

Mr. T.ierklkk. Now. Is It correct that on the day that you ctuno into the Cnsn 
Itoca to give this money to Carlos thnt you met Leo Oswald? 

Mr Gwucl. I don’t know If I turned In the money or not. No; I don't think 
I turned lu monev. but I couldn’t Im> sure. I remember I went there, nml thnt 
Is the time * -»*♦ V"'-*'* 1 game along with me. It was his first 

time nml every tl, lug. And To In' Tl.ore-I might have turned It in, I am 

not too sure. ' Maybe l did ; maybe 1 didn’t. I can’t remember too much, but 
1 was In there anyway tnlklng to him and that Ik when I met him. 

Mr. IitKur.ijru. Thnt Ik when you met Oswald? 

Mr. Gkkaci. Yes; you want me to tell nil that? 

Mr. Lieiikleu. Yes ; tell me all the clrcnmstunces of how Oswald 

Mr. Lmaa-^fc^Mc^yo^^uS^rorythlug you know about It, what tho con- 
versation was, who was there. .... « . . t _ 

Mr Gekaci Well, we were — Vance nnd me went In there, >ance nnd I, we 
went "into there. I Introduced Vance to Carlos, aud Carlos started talking to him 
about you know, freedom and oil that, democracy and everything. Then -later 
on white we were talking. Leo Oswald came in. you know, while we were talk- 
ing and he came in a little while later. lie was by himself and. he seemed a 
little nervous. I remember he was dressed Just like in that picture there shows. 

[Indicating photograph.] ...... 

Mr. Likiiklek. You are referring to a picture here on the table? 

Mr. Gekaci. Yes. sir ; well he was dressed something like that 

Mr LiEnF.i.F.n. Which has previously been marked as Exhibit 1 to the affidavit 
of Jesse J. Gamer. I show you that picture. [ Exhibiting photograph to witness.] 
You sny Lee was dressed something like thnt when you met him? 

Mr Gehaci Yes ; you know, he had on a tie nnd a shirt, Hhort sleeved shirt, 
and sort of like dress pants. I don’t know the color of them, but they were sort 
of like dress pant*. Just about as much as this. [Indicating photograph.] 

Mr. Ijeukxek. Do you recognise that Individual In the picture os being the man 

that you saw In the store thnt day? ........ 

Mr Gekaci Well, tell yon tho truth, when I first heard about It In the papers 
and on the TV. 1 didn’t recognize him. See. i that I met this fur, filer 

y. .it Ijiym i forgot about It, and I thought I didn’t meet hlui. It WAN! t 
tfiUll 'the FRlmun came to my house and he showed me a picture of him when 
he wns fli'Bt under arrest, urn! he got arrested In August, the 4th I think. 

Mr. T.ncosxEn. He showed yon n picture thnt had been taken of Lee when he 
had been under arrest here In New Orleans? 

Mr. Gebaci. Yes; It was one of those things with three things, showing him 
from the front, the side, and hls face. 

Mr. Lirnr.r.Ett. Did you then recognize the man in the picture thnt they showed 
you as being the man that yon met lu the store that day ? 

Mr. CKitACt. Well, you see. I didn’t exactly recognize him maybe, but anyway 
I wns pretty sure it was him though, lie said— he showed me that nnd snld, 
•*Do you ever rememlwr an ex-marine— nnd then I remembered there was n guy 
who was dressed something like that who was nn cx-marino who came In, aud 
he did hare n funny name, you know, like Lee. It’s a little anumuti. lt s kind of 
rare, nnd I remembered the last name was a little hard, so it Just fits that that 

" Mr Uiaiguji. Now what kind of conversations did you have with tliiB fellow 
or what did you Inlk about? 

Mr. Gf.raci. Well, first rwnin 

Mr. Likbmjck. As I understand It now, there were this marine, Ia>c Oswald, 

and Carlos, and Vance Blalock and yourself. Is that right? 

Mr. Gkhaci. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Likukixr. Whs there anybody else there? 

Mr Ckraci. Well, while we were talking, lids man came up. He wus In a 
big trunk. Nome big truck. 1 never looked at It closely Ho came up «»* 
nnd the man ranked In, and lie was wearing- -well, lie was wearing one of 
these — like u cap like yea nee them wearing over In England. I don t know 
whnt kind It Is. hut anyway It Is the kind that Imckdrlvers wear, I guess, and 


he looked kind of Spanish. Maybe he was a Cuban exile. He was kind of r.ii. 
nnd he enme In and showed Carlos lids broken radio that lie bad, so Curb.* 
left and he Blurted fixing the radio and left uh to lulk to ourselves, Lee nml to“ 
nnd my friend. Well, he Is the only other pornon I know that came In. I 
don’t know if he knew whnt was going on. 

Mr. Liamixn. Now tell us the conversation that you and Lee and Vnneo and 
Carlos had, the best yon can recall It. 

Mr. Gekaci. Well. Carlos .and me nnd Vance were kind of talking among our- 
selves, and he came in and mild. "Excuse me." and, you know, lio acted a little 
nervous and things like that He asked, "Is this the Cuban headquarters, Cuban 
exile headquarters?” And, "Are you a Cuban ex Her* You know, the way I 
acted when I first wout In there. Just asked ldiu n few questions, wns ho n 
Cuban exile, nml Carlos snld you. He asked him some questions like was he 
connected with the rn*n Nastra. Ln Cos! Nostril. 

Mr. LiEnKLEB. Who nsked that? 

Mr. Gekaci. Oswald ; he nsked thnt. 

Mr. Lnaucuut Of Carlos? 

Mr. Gekaci. Yes; and Carlos said no. he wasn’t. Oswald then nsked where 
was his headquarters— In Miami? And Carlos said yes; and ho said— let’s 
■ee— and then Oswald nsked. said something like, "It Is kind of exciting meeting 
someone"— I don’t know If he said exciting— but he expressed something tike 
that He snld, yon know, he expressed wonder or something like that at meet- 
ing somebody who wns a real Cuban exile, you know, someone who is really 
l^w to do something to help free Cuba and all that. He didn’t really say 
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wn inter, because this was— 

TUpTtTnn.vn. no rlidu’t do that when you were there? 

Mr Gekaci. NcT I ' IiLs CTHltt I iSTOU. Alim as I can make out, It must 
have been and he asked a few questions like thnt. Carlos Just * ns ™ ed . r ^ 
Klmnlv and nil thnt. he didn’t go Into any big speeches, you know, vrtth them, 
UkeVe did for me and Vauce, Just answered bis questions simply. Thenuhen 
tb* man came In with the broke,, rndlo. Carlo, left, and that left Oswald, me. 

“"Tllr'weU °we S llted-you know, we were a little interested In guerrilla 

sszsxx i 

said you put explosive at eneh c " d0 " J to^ke a homemade gnn 
leaves the one column standing. And lie . wen t j n to those 

and how to yo";Cw, "ell us ltv to do It or anythlug. Juat 

cmncT back from tlm other guy. and enme hack, and he was listening, a . 

Ok. there was one Important thing. Oswald said vvmild -Ivc 

a military manual from when he wns In the Marines, and I e «t - ,, 

« - - r- «K.'utn r..r r*. 

And 'iifior t"nt-tl. ever, body ML That Is a. far ns 1 can make out. 

Mr. 0 ™And° T Umhfwas to come back later and glee Caries 

ih| * ,n f,,r ci,r,,v i,ctu ""' ° r 

W Mr h< O^IcL For Carlos- tienefll, I guess, Carlin.' or Ike Cuban «Uca-. 


Mr. LiKftm:tt. Did you hour any conversation about training guerrillas to 
oppose (.’astro? 

Mr. Geraci. No. lie didn’t sny nny tiling about being nu expert rifle shooter, 
never said anything about going* to Husain or Joining or training or anything 
like that. 

Mr. LiKmoK*. Well, was there a conversation concerning the training of antl- 
Caatro troops or guerrillas to opposo Castro? 

Mr. Geraci. No; that must have been laler, uiaybe when he came back some 
other time. 

Mr. I.miKLnt. Now were you present at nit times while Oswald was there? 

Mr. Geuaci. We got there before lie did nnd we left at the same time lie did. 

Mr. Liejiki.er. S*., ns far as you know, there wouldn't have been any oppor- 
tunity for Oswald and Carlos to talk among themselves where you wouldu’t 
have heard what they said? 

Mr. Gkuaci. Thai Is right; because wc were there all the time. 

Mr. Lierelkr. And you have no recollection thut Oswnld told Carlas that he 
wanted to help train nntl-Cnstro guerrillas to fight against Castro? 

Mr. Geraci. None at all ; mine that 1 remember. 

Mr. r.iEiiK.LKR. AU right. Now what was Oswnld going to bring this murine 
book bnck for? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, I guess to give to Carlos to help him out or something. 
First he was going to give it to me and Vance. I guess he wanted us to blow 
up the bridge or something. I don’t know. We said no ; and so he said, “OK. 
1 will give It to Carlos,” you know, because after all Carlos— I guess he could 
use It better than we could, you know, blow up bridges In Cuba or something, 
and I guess he was Just going to give It to him so he could learn some stuff 
from It. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Lieueler. Now when you left the store did you try to follow Oswald 
at all? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, we had some thought about It. When he left, he was going 
to go down— be crossed Canal Street and he was — he kep t on going thnt way. I 
^MnkjyjS^fUwrh^ down thereuctuTTrr^TT— xHEcTTomns 

closer to l7uT^veff^Dt^Tu??T3rr 

Mr. LtcnELKB. I nm not familiar with New Orleans, so I get them mixed up. 

Mr. Geraci. It must have been St. Charles he went down, and Vance said, “Hey, 
let's follow him, see where he lives.” He told us where he lived, but the way 
he told us the address 

Mr. Lieukekk. Yoii don’t know what it was? 

Mr. GERAct. When the FBI man came by my honse that day. he nsked me, and 
I could just barely remember U. I remember it was to tho left of Canal Street. 
It was Magazine Street. 

Mr. Lieueler. Magazine Street? .What number? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, I remembered the number a little. I couldn't remember It 
altogether, but I remember 

Air. LiF.nEi.Kn. Do yon remember that he had told you the number? 

Mr. Geraci. Yes; and I could— I had a few— 1 mean I had a little recollection 
about what It was, like It was a big number sort of like nnd had two zeros In 
It or something. I don’t even remember. It seemed thnt his number did hnre 
that. We decided— we thought maybe we can follow him for fun, but we de- 
cided no, we had better not, you know, because It was not good or anything, so 
WO Just went up Canal Street. 

Mr. Lieueler. Do you remember whether Oswald said anything about having 
been in Florldn? 

Mr. Geraci. In Florida? 

Mr. Liereler. Yes. 

Mr. Geraci. I urn not too sure about Uinl. 

Mr.M.miiiXEJc You don’t remember one way or rhe other whether 

Mr. Geraci. The only thing I remember about Florida is when he asked was 
hembiunrterH down there. He could have, but I don’t know. 

Mr. Likrklkji. Now did you ever see Oswald after that? 

Mr. Geraci. No; thnt was the last time; first and last. 

Mr. Lieiielkr. How about Carlos? Did you see him uflor thut? 


Mr. Geraci. Yes. That time when wo found out that it was Oswnld who killed 
him, well, then I went there, you know, to get things straightened out and talk 
with Curios n little about him, you know. 

Mr. Liebp.br. You went buck nnd talked with Carlos, about this meeting with 
Oswuhl. after (lie assassination? Ts that right? 

Mr. Geraci. Yes. 

Mr. Likiiklkr. 1)o you remember whether you saw Carlos between the time 
thnt you met Oswald ami the assassination? 

Mr. Geraci. Carlos? 

Mr. LiKinwAm. Yes. 

Mr. Geraci. Nut thnt I remember. 

Mr. Lierei.er. Can you tell us approximately when it was thaL you met Oswald? 
Was It July or August? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, last time the FBI man came, I estimated around into July. 
I couldn’t remember now, so I wilt Just stick with lute July. That seems to 
stick pretty good. Vance said the same thing himself when the FBI man ques- 
tioned him, so I nm pretty sure It was between late July— middle July to late 
July. 

Mr. Lieueler. Did you form nny opinion about Oswald when you met him? 

Mr. Geraci- When I met him? 

Mr. Liereler. Yes. What did you think of him? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, when ho went In there, I noticed he was a little nervous. 

Mr. Liereler. llow did he show his nervousness? Do you remember? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, the way he talked, you know. Well, you know, the way he 
talked T guess, kind of, you know, searching nronnd for words and all that, 
and I remember he leaned on the table, and I remember reading once that, yon 
know, if you exert some physical exertion, It kind of helps you tend to calm down 
or something like that. Auywny, I could tell by the way he was leaning on 
the table that maybe lie was nervous. 

Mr. Liedeijcr. Other than this nervousness, did you form any other opinion 
about It? 

Mr. Geraci. Not particularly. 

Mr. Ln:nEr.EK. Did he appear to bo nn Intelligent person? 

Mr. Geraci. Intelligent person? 

Mr. Liereler. Yes. 

Mr. Geraci. Sort of. ne didn’t appear stupid or anything like that. He 
seemed OK, you know. He didn’t seem like a Communist Seemed like he Just 
wanted to, you know, help out too, sort of. 

Mr. L iCTgr . P t Did you subsequently learn thnt Oswnld was arrested by the 
New Orleans Police Department for distributing Fair Play for Cubn Committee 
leaflets? 

Mr. Geraci. I didn’t know that until after he killed Kennedy and It was In 
the papers. 

Mr. Liereler. You didn’t hear It? 

Mr. Geraci. On the radio? 

Mr. Liebkler. On the radio or television. 

Afr. Geraci. No. 

Mr. Liereler. Do you think you have now told us everything that you can 
remember about this meeting you had with Oswald and Carlos? Is thoro any- 
thing else that yon can think of? 

Mr. Geraci. No. There might be otic thing. Carlos, wheu he talked to me 
nnd Vance nnd my friend. Bill Dwyer, the first time, you know, he made speeches 
nml all that. When he met him — I don't know — seemed like maybe lie didn't 
want him or something. I nm not too sure. 

Mr. Likhei.kr. Carlos didn't seem to open up to Oswnld? 

Mr. Geraci. Thut is right. IIo opened up enough, you know, but he didn't 
give him any speeches or anything like that. 

Mr. Liereler. If you can think of nuythiug else Uiat occurred, we would like 
to have you tell us. 

Air. Geraci. OK. 

Mr. Lierelkr. If you can’t, I don't have any other questions. 
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Mr. Geuaci. lie dlil seem like — I guess lie did seem Hkc llte type wlio was a 
little* antisocial. 

Mr. Likhkijs*. lie didn’t seem t«» Iw ton friendly? 

Mr. Qkracv. No. lie seemed friendly. I menu, he seemed friendly, you know, 
but he — tnnylie like he didn’t have enough experience with people, sort of. He 
seemed friendly though. That Is one thing. 

Mr. Lteinny.it. I don’t have any other questions. 

Mrs. Geuaci. Do you hnve n record of me reporting Carlos to the FBI? Do 
you hnve Hint In the record anywhere where I found out — he told me he was 
going to eolleet money for Culm, but I didn’t know he was giving out these little 
tickets as he called them, and then when I found out he had collected $10 and 
brought It down and I saw the receipts and he had more tickets, we forbade 
him to go down there, and Carlos ratlcd the house to try to get him a— what Is 
it — a license or permit to go from house to house nrnl collect money. 

Mr. Gekaci. lie never called me. 

Mrs. Gekaci. lie did call me. 

Mr. Gehaci. He colled you?. Carlos? 

Mrs. Geuaci. 1 spoke with him on the phone. 

Mr. Geraci. That Is because I told him — when I collected, a man told me 
to do something like that, that I needed a license, so I went and told Cni;los, 
“Tou have to get a license." He said, "Don’t collect any more until I get one.” 
Then he went to city hall nnd got some stuff he had to All out. 

Mr. Lierelek. This wasn’t Oswald who told you you couldn’t collect? 

Mr. Geuaci. No. 

Mr. Lieheler. Oswald didn't hnve anything to do with this? 

Mr. Geraci. No; this was before I knew Oswald. Tills Is a man works some 
place— who works In a cleaner’s, I remember. I went there and he said I had 
to get a license to do that, so I called Carlos ou the phone and told him. 

Mrs. Geract. Then when Carlos called the bouse, I realized he was still in- 
volved In this. 

Mr. GERAor. I told you I was. 

Mrs. Geuaci. I put my foot down and told him he couldn’t do It any more, nnd 
I called the PBI. 

Mr. Geract. And the Better Business Bureau. 

Mrs. Gekaci. They told me to call the Better Business Bureau, but the man 
at the FBI told me he couldn't give out nuy Information ns to whether this was 
a Communist organization or not, nnd the headquarters were In Miami, and 
the best thing to do would be not to le.t him get involved in It any more. Then 
I called the Better Business Bureau, nnd they were supposed to check with 
Miami, but I never did get a report hack from him. 

Mr. Lteueler. Was this before or after you met Oswald? 

Mr. Geract. This was before. 

Mrs. Geracl But he has the receipt at home with the date ou It. When 
he gave Carlos money, Carlos gave him a receipt. 

Mr. Gekaci. I remember Carlos making out a check to give the money to 
Miami too. When I gave him the money, he put the money in his bank nnd 
made out a check to the headquarters. 

Mrs. Geract. Wo met Carlos Just now in the hall, mid he told me the best 
thing Philip could do would be listen to bin parents and bo a good student 
Right now thnt would he the way he could help combat communism. And I 
told hltn I thought he was too young to get Involved In things like this, selling 
ticket* for Cuba anil nil thin stuff. Last year he was only 15 and loo young to 
be involved in nil that kicks. The man nt the FBI told me that nu organization 
could be all right today nnd next week It would be Communist-controlled nnd 
how was I to know. 

Mr. Ltkuklkx. Do you know who you talked to at the FliT? 

Mrs. Geraci. Geo, I may have his nnmc nt home with those slips of paper that 
I took from him. 

Mr. Liciiei.kr. It Is not really imi»ortnnt. I just wondered If you remembered. 

Mrs. Geuaci. Well, I wanted Ids nnmr clenred for gelling mixed up with 
Carlos, been use I didn’t know from bonus about Carlos. He could he a Com- 
munist. I don’t know who In and who Isn't When I found out he met Oswald, 


I nearly died. The week this happened ho was tumping with the Boy Scouts 
and gone Friday, Saturday, and Sunday when the stuff was on TV. 

Mr. Cekaci. I was in school when he got shot. 

Mrs. Gekact. But you were tn camp, but you didn't see a lot of the funeral and 
alt thnt stuff showing Oswald’s picture. 

Mr. I>tE»ET.KK. IIow did you first become aware that Oswald was the follow 
you met? Did Vance talk to you about It? Do you remember? 

Mr. Gkhaci. The first time was when the FBI agent came to my house and 
asked did 1 see nn ex-marine nnd showed a picture and nil that. I didn’t even 
know It before thnt. It was just then tlmt I realized. 

Mr. Likiiklkr. Did the FBI man tell you how he 

Mr. Gkhaci. Got my name? 

Mr. Lieuelek. What prompted him, why did be come to your house? Did 
he tell you? 

Mr. Gbr.vci. Well, he said he couldn’t tell me thnt. I naked him, nnd he said, 
well, he couldn’t tell me. Of course, I guess It might have heen because we — 
my mother called, you know, about this Cuban business — they got my name on 
their list or something, I guess, nnd when they found out Hint he tried to Join 
that group, thnt must hnve been where It came from. That Is whnt I think. 

Mrs. Geraci. They probably had a list of people who were collecting money 
for the organization. 

Mr. Liebkt.er. OIC. I don't have any more questions. I do want to thank 
you very much for coming In and belug as cooperative ns you have, and, on 
behnlf of the Commission, I want to thank you very much. 

Mr. Gekaci. OK. 

Mra. Geract. You are welcome, so long as we don’t have any publicity. 

Mr. Lteueler. That is something you never can guarantee. 


TESTIMONY OF VANCE BLALOCK 

The testimony of Vance Blalock, accompanied by his parents, was taken on 
April 7-8, 1064, at the Old Civil Courts Building, Royal and Conti Streets, 
New Orleans, La., by Sir. Wesley J. Llebeler, assistant counsel of tlio President’s 
Commission. 

Vance Blalock, having been first duly sworn, wns examined and testified as 
follows : 

Mr. Lirbeler. My name Is Wesley J. IJebeler. I am n member of the legal 
staff of the President’s Commission Investigating the assassination of Ih-esldent 
Kennedy. Staff members have been authorized to take the testimony of wit- 
nesses by the Commission, pursuant to authority granted to the Commission by 
Executive Order No. 11150, dated November !£>. 1008, and Joint resolution of 
Congress No. 137. I understand, Vance, thnt Mr. Lee Rankin, who Is general 
counsel of the Commission, wrote you n letter Inst week 

Mr. Blalock. Thnt is right. 

Mr. LlKitET.KR. And told you thnt I would be In touch with you concerning 
the taking of your testimony. I understand thnt Mr. Rankin enclosed with 
that letter a copy of the Executive order and of the resolution of Congress to 
which I have just referred, ns well ns a copy of I lie rules of procedure adopted 
by the Commission governing the taking of the testimony of witnesses. Did 
you receive that letter and those documents? 

Mr. Blalock. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Lterklkk. We want to Inquire very briefly of you concerning nu event 
which occurred some time tn the summer of 1003 here In New Orleans. Wo 
understand that you were present at n meeting, a chance meeting, between Lee 
Ilnrvey Oswald and Carlos Brlitguier. Before we get Into tbe details of that, 
however, would you state your full nntuc for the record. 

Mr. Blalock. Vance Dougins Blalock. 
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